
2013 WORKSHOP CATALOG

Welcome to the 2013 Young Writers’ Workshop Programming Guide  

To register:

Please choose 5 workshops that interest you, then go to the event website  
    beginning January 22nd at http://youngwritersworkshop.eventbrite.com.   
    Select workshop numbers and titles in your order of preference.

Although you will be assigned to only two workshops, you still must list five  
    in order for your registration to be processed. Every attempt will be made to honor  
    first choice workshop requests, although please note that this is not always possible.

Registration will run from January 22nd through February 14th.  
    Registration after February 14th will be charged a $10 late fee and subject to  
    workshop availability.

 
    All fees are nonrefundable.

We look forward to seeing you at the Middle School on March 16th!

1. HOW TO MAKE A STORY AWESOME: IT’S NOT AS HARD AS YOU THINK 
Adam will lead you, step-by-step, through the basic ingredients that make a story awe-
some. By the end of the workshop, you will have an outline for your own awesome story. 
Any best-selling novels that come out of this workshop will be owned in their entirety by 
Adam Gidwitz. (He wishes.) 

Adam Gidwitz taught children large and slightly less large in Brooklyn 
for eight years. Now, he writes full time, which means he writes a couple 
of hours a day, and lies on his couch staring at the ceiling the rest of 
the time. His first book, A Tale Dark and Grimm, was named an ALA 
Notable Book, a New York Times Editor’s Choice, and one of the best 
children’s books of the year by School Library Journal and Publishers 
Weekly. His second book, In a Glass Grimmly, garnered further ac-
claim. It was named a Best Book of the Year by Publishers Weekly, 
Kirkus, and School Library Journal.

 



2. BOOKBINDING:  
MAKE YOUR OWN BOOK!
Do you want to make a book for a special project you 
have in mind? Then come and join us in learning all 
about bookbinding — like grain direction, folding and 
gluing techniques, and using a very special book-
binding tool called a bonefolder. You will leave this 
workshop with a handmade book of your own.

Karin B. Reetz has been a freelance bookbinder since 
her children were in preschool some 17 years ago.  
Besides custom made one-of-a-kind books and albums, 
she also works as a teaching artist affiliated with Arts 
Westchester in many schools all over Westchester. 
 
3. FAMOUS POP ARTIST LEADS  
COLLAGE WORKSHOP
Words and letters are everywhere! On packages, 
signs and… everywhere you turn! Turn those letters 

and words into a picture story about 
yourself. With your imagination and 
creativity, recycled materials (such as 
cereal boxes, the artist’s trademark 
materials) will be used to create a 
modern picture word portrait. Pic-
tures do tell stories – especially when 
words and letters are involved.

Michael Albert, a local modern pop artist, author, and 
founder of the Sir Real Fruit Juice Company, will lead 
this workshop. Posters of his colorful collage artworks 
can be found all over the USA and at Cosi Restaurants 
in Westchester and Fairfield counties.

4. OMG. LOOK!  I JUST MADE A BOOK
Did you know that you can fold a single sheet of pa-
per into an eight-page mini book? In this workshop, 
you will create a chapbook – a small, but ever-so-

can’t judge a book by it’s size...

Bonnie Emanuel is a writer living in Greenacres. She 
has a degree in Creative Writing and Foreign Languages 
from the Residential College at University of Michigan.  
Her poetry has most recently been published in The 
Westchester Review.

5. BUILD YOUR OWN  
CHAPTER BOOK STAR!
Who would you create if you were 
going to write a chapter book? 
Which star qualities would set 
your book apart? Would she be 
funny? Silly? Super-smart? Does 
he have a signature phrase? Does he like to 
juggle strange objects? Speak in a shouting voice? 
In this workshop, along with a special star-building 
worksheet and tools from a pro, you will make up a  
title and write the first pages of your very own chapter 
book, with Starring Jules (as herself) author, Beth Ain.

Beth Ain is the author of the Starring Jules series, pub-
lished by Scholastic (March 2013), which follows the 
almost 8-year-old Jules Bloom through her daily life on 
the Upper West Side as she tries to balance regular city 
kid life with the not-so-regular life of a budding actress. 
Ms. Ain is also the author of several young adult novels, 
including Dear America: When Christmas Comes Again 
and The Revolution of Sabine.

6. CHARACTERS WITH A TWIST; CREATING 
SCENES WITH UNIQUE CHARACTERS 
In this workshop, you will think of characters we 
come upon frequently and breathe new life into these 
characters by adding a twist. You will learn how to 
turn cliché characters into believable and interesting 
people. After you create these characters, you will 
put them in a scene together to see what happens. 

Katie Wears is a staff developer at the Teachers College 
Reading and Writing Project. She provides literacy staff 
development to schools in New York, New Jersey, Con-
necticut, Wisconsin, California, and Florida. 

7. CREATING GREAT CHARACTERS
James Bond. Harry Potter. Ramona 
the Pest. Carly Shay. Each of these 
characters is memorable because 
the writers who invented them gave 
them lots and lots of details that 
made them unique and interesting. 
In this workshop, you’ll have the chance to create 
memorable characters, and write a monologue for 
them (a monologue is a dramatic speech uttered by a 
single character) to share and perform for each other.

Erika Radin is a drama teacher, writer, actor, and  
co-creator of the show Mom’s the Word.
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8. THE GOOD 
GUYS OF SCIENCE

is for you! Imagine exploring the boundless regions 
of science and technology through the imaginative 
realm of comics. Through hands-on activities you 
will examine and discuss the powers and abilities of 
popular comic book characters. Then, based on a 
specific natural threat or disaster, you will create your 
own heroes or villains (or heroines!) to interact with 
this scenario. The best part is that all plots and sto-
rylines will be based on scientific laws and principles!

Alex Simmons is an award-winning comic book  
creator, playwright, freelance writer, international  
teaching artist, and educational consultant. He’s writ-
ten or produced works for such companies as Simon 
& Schuster, Disney, DC Comics, and Archie Comics. 
In 2010 he received a Glyph Best Writer Award for his 
work on The Cartoon Life of Chuck Clayton, for Archie 
Comics. He has successfully developed and lead  
creative arts workshops for students and educators  
in the U.S. and Africa.

9. EAT YOUR WORDS 
Become a taste-tester! You will learn how to read a 
product press release and use your own personal  
experience to write a food review. (Parents, please 
note: a peanut-free candy, such as a lollipop, will  
be served in this workshop.)

Katie Schlientz has worked in the publishing industry 
for over ten years. She’s written for several publications 
including The Journal News, Woman’s World Magazine, 
and Family Dog.

10. TASTE TEST
How does your family 
decide what computer or 
TV to buy, what movies to 
see, or even where to go 
on vacation? Most people 
read reviews to help them 
make the best choices 
and decisions. In this workshop, you’ll learn how to 
write great reviews by writing your own chocolate-

chip cookie review! You’ll leave the workshop with a 
great article that you’ve written, new insight into how 
writers craft reviews, and a nice, full belly! (Parents 
please note: None of the cookies served in this class 
contain nuts, but all are mass-produced brands 
baked in facilities that process nuts.)  

Barbara Solomon Josselsohn is a freelance magazine 
writer specializing in home and family topics published 
in Consumers Digest, The New York Times, Women’s 
Wear Daily, Parents Magazine and others. She is cur-
rently working on her first middle-grades novel.

11. THE REVOLUTION WITHIN:  
FINDING POWER BY LISTENING TO  
CHARACTERS YOU CREATE
Two years ago, young Egyptians called their nation 
to rise against oppression through 
social media. Through 
Facebook, they organized 
protests which eventu-
ally lead to the overthrow 
of their country’s corrupt 

event as an example, you 
will reflect upon and write 
about an injustice you’ve experienced 
or observed, imagine ways to rectify it, and create a 
character who takes action to effect positive change. 
You will be encouraged to share your thoughts and 
writings with the group.

Patricia Dunn is the author of Rebels By Accident.  
Dunn teaches at Sarah Lawrence College. Her work 
has appeared in Global City Review, Salon.com,  
Women’s eNews, The Christian Science Monitor,  
The Village Voice, The Nation and other publications. 

Alexandra Soiseth is associate director of the MFA 
writing program at Sarah Lawrence and publisher of 
Alikai Press. Her work has appeared on babycenter.com 
and literarymama.com, and in McGill Street Magazine, 
The Ryersonian, and on the radio program LifeRattle. 
Her memoir, Choosing You, was published in 2008.

 

YWW CATALOG PAGE 3 >>



12. HA, HA, VERY PUNNY!
Where do cartoon ideas come 
from? What makes something 

joke using images and plays-on-
words, puns, double meanings 
and irony. 

Dr. Scott Bookner is a pediatrician 
and author of Curv Your Dog and 
Other Hilarious Cartoons, and  
creator of Curv Your Dog Cartoons.

13. LIFE’S LITTLE MOMENTS ARE FUNNY!
Don’t forget your notebook the next time you attend 
a family gathering! Something is bound to happen 
that is worth retelling. How do you retell it so it is 
funny and entertaining? In this workshop, you will 
get to use moments in your own life and learn how to 
expand upon them and entertain others.

Julie Gerstenblatt, humor columnist for The Huffington 
Post, The Scarsdale Inquirer and Scarsdale10583.com, 
is a former English teacher at Scarsdale Middle School.  
She is the author of the novel Lauren Takes Leave.

14. ADVENTURES IN HISTORY –  
BE A SLEUTH
An old photograph. An in-
terview. A document. These 
can all become the defining 
moments of a historical story. 
How do you know what to 
look for? What to ask?  
How do you dig for those 
moments? You will put on your spectacles and 
become history detectives to uncover important in-
formation in telling great stories. Examine classified 
materials and use your detective skills to interview 
and write your tale.

Jonathan Lewis is the author of two books on the  
history of the CIA for Yale University Press.

15. HOW TO WRITE A MYSTERY  
A stolen painting, a missing person, a secret door. 
Whether it’s a lost treasure or a best friend gone 
missing, all mysteries have the same basic elements 
in common. In this workshop we will learn about the 
most important ingredients of any mystery, from sus-
pects, to motives, to clues and red herrings. We will 
also try our hand at writing a short mystery together 
as a class. Bring your imagination and be mindful of 
your pen – you never know what might disappear 
next!

Sheela Chari is the author of Vanished, a 2012 Chil-
dren’s Honor Book by the Asian/Pacific-American 
Library Association, and an Edgar Award nominee for 
best juvenile mystery. She appeared earlier this year on 
the Today Show with Al’s Book Club for Kids. This is 
Sheela’s third year teaching at the Young Writers’ Work-
shop. She has an MFA in creative writing from NYU and 
lives in Scarsdale with her family.

16. THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT
Scary stories – about vampires, werewolves, dark 
wizards and gossiping girls (well, gossips are scary 
in a different way) – are more popular than ever. What 
makes thrillers so effective? What gives a modern 
reader goosebumps? We’ll discuss what techniques 
a writer can use to heighten tension and set the 
mood. We’ll work on plotting, and then you will delve 
into an opening page from which, let’s hope, every-
one emerges a-l-i-v-e! 

Alice Scovell Coleman is the author of two middle 
reader novels Engraved in Stone and The Spirit of 
Chatsworth Mansion. 

17. A PASSION FOR FASHION
Calling all fashionistas! Take a front row seat by the 
runway. As a fashion reporter, you’ll learn to identify 
and describe the latest styles and 
trends to write a fun fashion story 
that will keep your readers on the 
“best dressed” list. A mini fashion 
show will be your inspiration; and 
the end result will be an original 
piece that’s as fabulous as you are!

Traci Dutton Ludwig is a staff writer for The Scarsdale 
Inquirer and a freelance contributor to Westchester 
periodicals. She enjoys covering women’s fashion and 
wears red shoes as least once a week.
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18.  BREAKING NEWS
News is breaking, and it’s your 

-
servations at the scene, inter-
view eyewitnesses and police, 
get comments from the mayor or the school principal, 
and dig up all the facts you need to write a local news 
story that all your neighbors will want to read.

Linda Leavitt, Editor, The Scarsdale Inquirer.

19. CREATE A NEWS STORY FOR  
SCARSDALE PATCH
Patch.com is growing, with 900 community news 
and information sites in towns all across the country. 
Patch strives to “digitize towns” — providing local 
news while giving readers a platform to participate. 
Scarsdale students are part of that community and 
your opinions and perspectives are valued. In this 

workshop, students will 
report a story of interest 
to the school commu-
nity. You will learn how 

to write a compelling lead, find supporting facts and 
include important quotes. And you’ll see your results 
published online on Scarsdale Patch!

Lisa Buchman and Ashley Tarr are Local Editors 
for Patch. Both have reported and written stories 
about business, government, crime and schools in 
Westchester and Putnam Counties.

20. EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Discover how to be the best student journalist around 
from the editors at Maroon, Scarsdale High School’s 
student-run monthly newspaper! You will learn the 
basics of news reporting and designing a newspaper 
page. You’ll write a news article and lay out the front 
page of a newspaper, just like editors do each month.

Callie Gilbert and Ben Rosenbaum are the Editors-in-
Chief of SHS’s Maroon and its website shsmaroon.org.

21. PLAYING WITH WORDS
Anyone can

Create acrostic

Riddles by writing the letters

Of a word vertically, then

Starting each line of

The poem

In this way, like a

Crossword Puzzle

Have fun with words by creating acrostic poems, 
magic squares, and Haikus.

Steven Schnur, prize-winning author.

22. YOUR SPORTS,  
YOUR POEMS
When it comes to creative writ-
ing, it’s always best to write about 
what you know. And when you’re 
a sports fan, you always seem 
to know everything there is to 
know and more. It’s time to take 
your love of sports and put 
some words down on paper in 
the form of the most creative type of writing there 
is – POETRY!  Step up to the plate, mid-court for the 
tip-off or the goal-line and make your own lasting 
impression of the game.

Todd Sliss is the sports editor for The Scarsdale  
nquirer and a poetry enthusiast. He published Starting 
with a Perfect Game, a collection of 32 poems on the 
National Pastime in 2006.

23. LEND ME YOUR EARS!  PREPARE AND 
DELIVER A GREAT SPEECH
Every day, thousands of people around the world 
stand up to speak before a group – to classmates, 
teammates, customers, business leaders, and TV au-
diences. Unfortunately, too many of these speeches 
are boring. In this workshop, a former Presidential 
Speechwriter will teach you an approach to making 
the most of every public speaking opportunity, and to 
prepare for any speech with confidence.  >>> continued
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>>> continued from page 5

John Pollack, a communications consultant for ROI 
Communications, has worked as a foreign correspon-
dent on Capital Hill, and as a Special Assistant to the 
President and Presidential Speechwriter in the Clinton 
White House. He is the author of Cork Boat: A True 
Story of the Unlikeliest Boat Ever Built and The Pun 
Also Rises: How the Humble Pun Revolutionized Lan-
guage, Changed History, and Made Wordplay More 
Than Some Antics.

24. LET’S DO IT MY WAY!!  
HOW TO GIVE A PERSUASIVE SPEECH
Want to convince your parents, 
friends and teachers to do 
things differently? Maybe you’d 
like to persuade your parents 
to get you a dog, or to raise 
your allowance? Or talk your little brother or sister 
into staying OUT of your room? I can’t guarantee you 
will get things to go your way, but in this workshop 
you will learn to write a terrific persuasive speech, 
and you will get a chance to practice your public 
speaking skills! 

Patti Lubin is a Senior Advisor and Senior Counsel to 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. She advises the Sena-
tor with respect to public policy and frequently writes 
speeches, briefing materials and talking points on a 
wide range of topics. Despite numerous speeches on 
the topic, she has so far been unsuccessful at persuad-
ing her three children to make their beds each morning.

25. THE ART OF THE INTERVIEW
Pretend Justin Bieber is coming to Scarsdale to  

perform. You have been allotted 15 minutes 
for a phone interview for a local publi-

cation. What are you going to ask 
him that hasn’t been asked a mil-
lion times before? In this work-
shop students will learn how to 

conduct and write up an inter-
view, how to find a focus, ask 
the right questions, and what to 

do with the answers.

Debra Banerjee is the Arts and Entertainment editor 
for The Scarsdale Inquirer. She has conducted many  
interviews in her 12 years at the paper and enjoys 
learning something new from each one.
 

26. HELP VICTOR CRUZ WRITE  
HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY
How would you like to help Victor 
Cruz write his autobiography? 

-
ing in Paterson, New Jersey, how it 
took all of his dedication and hard 
work to stay in school and con-
tinue his rise as a football star at 
UMass, eventually signing with the 
Giants as an un-drafted free agent 
and winning a Super Bowl in his 
first full season. 

Participating in this workshop will be Peter Schrager, 
co-writer on Victor Cruz’s autobiography Out Of The 
Blue. Schrager is also a star broadcaster for Fox 
Sports. He will be interviewed on his experience 
working with Vic by Scott Waxman, Cruz’s literary 
agent. 

Scott Waxman of the Waxman Leavell Literary Agency.  
Waxman has also worked with sports stars like Michael 
Strahan, Michael Oher, Kurt Warner, Cal Ripken Jr and 
David “Big Papi” Ortiz, amongst others.

27. HOW TO TELL A GREAT SPORTS STORY
The world of sports has given us some 
truly amazing stories. But it takes a 
clever writer to get people to read them. 
We’ll study examples of great storytell-
ing and discuss what the writer did to 

make them so interesting. Then use what you learned 
to write stories of your own.

Chris Raymond is a freelance writer. He used to edit 
stories for ESPN The Magazine and ESPN Books.

28. WRITE ABOUT THE MOST EXCITING 
SPORTS EVENT IN HISTORY
Maybe you weren’t there when the Yankees won the 
2009 World Series – but you can write about it just 
like you were on the field! Through video clips of 
baseball, football, basketball, and more, watch some 
of the most exciting and surprising events in sports 
history. Then recount what you saw – just as a sports 
journalist would – telling about some of the amazing 
plays, as if you were right there witnessing history.

Jordan Goodman, Scarsdale resident and professional 
journalist, is an author and broadcaster, and owner of 
JG Financial Communications.
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29. HOW TO BE A MOVIE CRITIC
Everybody likes to share their opin-
ions about movies they love and hate. 
Now here’s your chance to be a real 
movie critic. We’ll watch a short 
movie and some great scenes from 
longer movies. Then we’ll learn 
how to write a movie review that’s 
as much fun as the movie itself!

Larry Frascella has been a movie critic 
and writer for many years. He worked for US  

magazine and many other magazines and websites.  
He also wrote a book on the famous teenager movie 
Rebel Without a Cause.

30. THINKING VISUALLY: TURNING YOUR 
STORY INTO A SCREENPLAY
In this hands-on workshop, you’ll learn about charac-
ter development, the power of descriptive language 
and an introduction to writing for 
the screen. You’ll read some por-
tions of screenplays, and watch 
classic scenes to learn tricks that 
help keep your action dramatic 
and your characters active while 
you practice new skills with brief 
writing activities.

Darrel Swann has been teaching filmmaking and 
screenwriting at the Jacob Burns Film Center and 
Media Arts Lab since 2010. Recently he worked as a 
Production Assistant on the set of “Unburdened,” a 
short film directed by Andrew Young, set for release  
this spring, 2013.

31. WRITOPIA LAB PRESENTS:  
PLAYWRITING WORKSHOP
Ever wanted to write a play? Ever wondered how to 
write compelling dialogue? Come to this playwriting 
workshop where comedy and drama hit the page  
and become ready for the stage. 

Léna Roy is a Program Manager 
and teacher for Writopia Lab,  
a NYC-based award-winning  
nonprofit bringing community,  
inspiration, and instruction to young writers in 
Westchester and Fairfield counties. Léna is the author 
of the YA novel, Edges, published by FSG.

32. YOU WRITE THE SONGS!
Create your own songs with renowned songwriter, 

Edoff. He will show you how to 
bring creativity and originality to 
the songs you have playing in 
your head.

Larry Edoff is an active producer and composer for TV 
and Film. He has worked with greats such as Tony Ben-
nett and wrote and produced Rent star Adam Pascal’s 
most recent album, Blinding Light. Edoff has also been 
a teaching force in Westchester since 1996.

33. CREATE A HOW TO GUIDE BASED 
UPON YOUR EXPERTISE!
You will turn your expertise — from how to play Mind-
craft to how to organize your iTouch games to how to 
take care of your dog to how to manage your parents 
to even organizing your doll collection — into a How 
To Guide which can then be published. Each child 
will determine what type of expert guide you want to 
create and you will learn how to take what you know 
best and turn it into a book of knowledge for others 
to learn from.

Jocelyn Greenky Herz is the author of The Big Sister’s 
Guide to the World of Work: What Every Working Girl 
Must Know, published by Simon & Schuster. She is 
columnist for the Huffington Post and is a co-founder of 
the international lifestyle firm, Colin Cowie Enterprises. 

34. GETTING STARTED: WHERE DO  
INTERESTING STORIES COME FROM?
Have you always wanted to write fiction but don’t 
know where to get started? Great plot ideas are ev-
erywhere if you look at the world like a writer. Throw 
in a few unique characters and POOF! you have a 

with plot ideas and then creating the characters that 
will bring them to life.

Annabel Monaghan is the author of two YA novels: A 
Girl Named Digit (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2012) and 
Double Digit (HMH Fall 2013). She is also co-author of 
Click! The Girls Guide to Knowing What You Want and 
Making it Happen, a non-fiction guide to positive think-
ing for teens (Simon and Schuster 2007). Annabel lives 
in Rye, NY and writes a humorous column, Along for 
the Rye’d, for The Rye Record.
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35.  HAPPY ENDINGS!
Every writer knows that “THE 
END” are the two sweetest words 
to write. That’s because starting 
something is easy... but finish-

ideas, but only real writers turn 
those ideas into finished stories, or 
books, or plays, or screenplays. In 
this workshop, we’ll discuss what it 
takes to make sure you finish what you 
start — and then we’ll actually do it by 
starting AND FINISHING a story! 

Tommy Greenwald is the author of the 
Charlie Joe Jackson books, a middle-
grade series about the most reluctant 
reader ever born. It is a projected 
five-book series, Charlie Joe Jack-
son’s Guide to Not Reading, Charlie Joe 
Jackson’s Guide to Extra Credit, Charlie Joe Jackson’s 
Guide to Summer Vacation (May 2013). Tommy is also 
the Executive Creative Director at Spotco Advertising 
and the co-bookwriter (with Andrew Lippa) and lyricist 
of John & Jen, an off-Broadway musical.

36. TURNING FACT INTO FICTION
What makes you unique? Maybe you think you’re 
different from everyone else — maybe you don’t. But 
everyone has something about their life that makes 
them unique. That’s what we all have in common. So 
how do you take these important facts and turn them 
into a great fictional story? In this workshop we will 
reflect on aspects of our lives and learn how to write 
a story using real details as stepping stones. By the 
end of the workshop you will have a story started and 
an outline to finish your piece. Chances are if you find 
something interesting, other people will, too. 

Veera Hiranandani, author of the novel, The Whole 
Story of Half a Girl (Random House), enjoys us-
ing aspects of her real life to create stories. A former 
children’s book editor and Montessori teacher, Veera is 
now a full-time writer and mom living in Hastings-on-
Hudson.

37.  WRITE YOUR LIFE
Do you like to tell stories? The best stories are often 
true — and from your own life! We’ll work on crafting 
a personal essay that describes a particular moment 
in your life — and how that moment can fit into a 
larger autobiography. Using prompts that will interest 
you, we’ll write in short bursts and then “publish” or 

share our stories. You’ll then be challenged to take 
the prompt “deeper” and then “deeper still.” When 
you are finished, you’ll have an essay about a particu-
lar moment in your life that you’ll feel proud to share.

Andrea Atkins is a freelance writer whose articles and 
essays have appeared in many national magazines 
including Better Homes and Gardens, Good House-
keeping, and Shape magazines. Her work has also ap-
peared in the Chicken Soup for the Soul series of essay 
collections and in other books of collected essays. 

38. WRITOPIA LAB PRESENTS: WRITE A 
SHORT SHORT STORY (TOGETHER)

an exciting tale with a beginning, middle, and end.  
You will brainstorm characters, plots, resolutions 
and twists to create a surprisingly short piece with a 
fascinating twist!  Each writer will contribute a short 
chapter – all culminating in a complete story.

Anastasia Guadron is a 
teacher for Writopia Lab, a 
NYC-based award-winning 
nonprofit bringing community, 
inspiration, and instruction 

to young writers in Westchester and Fairfield counties. 
Anastasia is a published poet and blogger.

39. CREATE YOUR OWN TV SHOW!
Ever wonder how new TV shows get on the air?  
It may start with a great idea, but that’s just the 
beginning. In this workshop, you’ll learn how to take 
that idea and turn it into a real 
“pitch”, from writing a winning 
promo to casting your char-
acters. And then, you’ll get a 
chance to “sell” your show!

Sheila Sitomer is a Director at 
ABC News, and co-manager of 
ABC’s Big Picture Production, 
which develops and produces 
programming for cable networks.
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40. HOW TO GET YOUR BOOK TALKED 
ABOUT ON TV, IN MAGAZINES, AND  
ONLINE
Once an author has finished 
writing a book, they often 
think their job is done—
but it’s not! Talking about 
their book in interviews and 
online is a very important 
part of a writer’s job. In this 
workshop you will learn 
how to promote a book 
through the media to make readers aware of it. You 
will learn how to write a press release about your 
”book,” decide what media will be interested in it, 
and then interview each other about their writing.

Angela Baggetta is a book publicist working in New 
York City. She has been in the field for over a decade, 
working with authors at all major publishing houses and 
with journalists in all types of media.

41.  LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION.  
MAKE THE NEWS!

Everyone has a story 
but what’s the best way 
to tell it? Come learn to 
write for TV News and 
practice anchoring your 
own broadcast. Each 

participant will get the opportunity to go “live.” You’ll 
pick the stories that you think matter, then write them 
and put them on the show.

Tammy Fine is an Emmy award-winning producer, 
working for NBC News for 20 years in New York and 
Washington, D.C; Tammy has also taught at University 
of Pennsylvania’s Wharton Communication Program.

42. PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Radio reaches thousands or even millions of people 
at a time. Imagine learning to write a radio commer-
cial that could be heard by people across the coun-
try! In this exciting workshop, radio pro, Jimmy Fink, 
will teach you how to write clear, interesting, and 
original commercials for radio. Then, he will instruct 
you on delivery – how to present a commercial clearly 
on the radio. The path to your radio career could be-
gin with this workshop!

Jimmy Fink has been the host of 
the afternoon drive show from 3-7 
PM eastern time on WXPK-FM, 
107.1 The Peak since its inception 
in 2004. Currently he can be heard 
worldwide via The Peak’s website at 
www.1071thepeak.com.

43. STEP INTO THE FUTURE!
Do you ever wonder what the future will look like? In 
this workshop, we will learn how writers, filmmak-
ers and game designers use their creativity to invent 
the world of tomorrow. We will use our imaginations 
to write about the future of computers, transporta-
tion, and even school! You will have an opportunity 
to share your ideas with other students, and you will 
leave the workshop with a written description of your 
predictions that can be shared with your family and 
friends.

Jerry Crisci, Director of Technology, Scarsdale 
Schools, is a former contributing editor to Electronic 
Learning Magazine, columnist for Kids and Computers 
Magazine, and author of a forthcoming book on the 
future of education.
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